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Receiver resigns 


after nine months 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@gmail.com 


HOLYOKE — Receiver/ 
Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Alberto Vazquez-Matos 


starting in-person learning Sep. 
14 for high need students. 

The Holyoke Public Schools 
also had different communica- 
tion systems in place to connect 
with parents about updates and 
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announced his res- 
ignation on March 
19, after serving 
the Holyoke Public 
Schools for just nine 
months. 
Vazquez-Matos 
has served the dis- 
trict during a nation- 
al pandemic and was 
able to accomplish a 
timely start to schools 
with all the safety and 
health mitigation strat- 
egies in place. The 


district was able to provide elec- 





Dr. Alberto 
Vazquez-Matos 


any help they needed 
during these unique 
times. Vazquez-Matos 
was also working 
with many city offi- 
cials like the Health 
Director and city lead- 
ers to monitor case 
numbers and patterns, 
and to discuss the dis- 
trict’s strategy to move 
forward. The schools 
will return to in-per- 
son learning on Apr. 5. 

“T will be acting 
receiver for as long as it takes the 


tronics and other assets for stu- 


dents remote learning, as well as 


See RESIGNS, page 5 
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The Holyoke High School boys basketball team is participating in the Fall 2 season, and took the court 


last week against Sabis. More photos are on page 7. 


Photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 








By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - At the 
close of business on Friday, 
March 26, Mayor Alex 
Morse’s tenure in the top seat 
will come to a close. 

Morse announced he was 
leaving office early, about 
nine months ahead of the end 
of his term after he secured a 
job as the town administrator 
for Provincetown, a town on 
the tip of Cape Cod. Morse 
secured a position there for 
more than twice the yearly 
salary he made as mayor of 
Holyoke. 

Morse was not seek- 
ing re-election and made 
that announcement back 
in December 2020, but 
announced at the end of 
February he had secured 
the position of town admin- 
istrator. He took a couple of 
weeks to negotiate his con- 
tract with the Select Board in 
Provincetown before formally 
announcing his resignation. 

This brings to the end a 
very eventful tenure for the 
longtime Holyoke resident. 

Morse started out by 
stunning the region when 
he defeated Elaine Pluta to 
become mayor in 2012. He 
was 22-years-old, the young- 
est mayor in the city’s history. 
He was also the first open- 
ly-gay mayor in the city’s his- 
tory. 

He made huge waves 
early on when he fired a num- 
ber of city employees in order 
to make improvements in dif- 
ferent areas. He went to work 
trying to make improvements 


to the city’s economy and 
improve diversity and bring 
more people into the city. 

Morse was not without 
his controversies during his 
tenure. 

He regularly clashed with 
the Holyoke City Council on 
various issues, and used his 
veto power on a number of 
occasions. The council did 
override him a few times. 

He also went through 
a number of resignations in 
the past few years, including 
the city treasurer and other 
department heads. His man- 
agement of the police and fire 
departments also came under 
scrutiny during his tenure, 
but crime overall went down 
during his tenure as mayor. 

Morse was opposed 
in successful in running for 
re-election three times. In 
2015, city voters changed the 
mayor’s term of office from 
two to four years. Morse won 
re-election that year and ran 


Morse’s time as mayor ends 


for the first four-year term in 
2017, telling many it would 
be his final term in office. He 
planned to be mayor for no 
more than 10 years. 

His final term includ- 
ed a run last year for U.S. 
Rep. Richard Neal’s House 
of Representatives seat. His 
bid was unsuccessful, and 
included a scandal perpetrat- 
ed by the UMass Chapter of 
the College Democrats. The 
group alleged inappropriate 
behavior by Morse during 
his time as an adjunct pro- 
fessor at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst. 
Morse was later found to have 
not violated any university 
policies. 

For the time being, 
Council President Todd 
McGee will take over as act- 
ing mayor, though he is look- 
ing for a different solution 
as he does not believe he can 


See MORSE, page 5 





Mayor Alex Morse will leave office on Friday, March 26. 
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Panhandling issue 
comes back to council 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE -— For several 
years, the Holyoke City Council 
debated various versions of a 
panhandling ordinance in order 
to respond to resident com- 
plaints of panhandling being in 
various parts of the city. 

Ward 2 Councilor Terence 
Murphy filed a new order last 
year related to panhandling. 

His order would make it a 
“traffic violation” for a person 
to hand a panhandler money 
while driving on city roads. 

Murphy’s proposed order 
states: “Ordered that the 
Ordinance Committee consid- 
er an ordinance which would 
create a penalty for any driver 
handing out anything from the 
car window as a traffic safety 
violation.” 

The panhandling debate 
was quelled a few years ago 
when the Department of Public 
Works proposed installing some 
shrubbery on roads with medi- 
ans where panhandlers would 
regularly stand. 

The council also added 
Chapter 85, Section 17A of state 
laws to its books. The law stip- 
ulates that anyone who “signals 
a moving vehicle on any public 
way or causes the stopping of a 
vehicle thereon, or accosts any 
occupant of a vehicle stopped 
thereon.” Those people could be 
fined up to $50. 

The rule also allows for 
non-profit organizations to seek 
exemptions from the chief of 
police. These include such fund- 


raisers as when the fire depart- 
ment collects money with their 
boot fundraiser. 

Panhandlers frequent high 
traffic areas, including the medi- 
ans around the Holyoke Mall. 
Councilors have filed various 
orders to try and put a stop to 
the issue, responding to resident 
complaints about it. 

Murphy’s proposal, which 
has to be formally debated 
by the Ordinance Committee, 
would put the responsibility on 
the drivers who are giving pan- 
handlers money. 

Over time, panhandling has 
been allowed to happen as an 
expression of “free speech” and 
the council order attempts are 
criminalizing poverty by target- 
ing people’s First Amendment 
rights. 

While panhandlers can be 
punished in some fashion if they 
leave the medians and block 
traffic, it does not prevent them 
from using the small areas in an 
effort collect money. 

Since the ordered had been 
filed, Councilor David Bartley 
filed one earlier this year seek- 
ing to repeal MGL Chapter 
85, Section 17A pursuant to a 
letter from the American Civil 
Liberties Union. They sent 
a letter detailing a Supreme 
Judicial Court ruling the law to 
be unconstitutional. Thus, the 
ACLU 1s requesting the city 
cease any enforcement of all 
ordinances related to the state 
law. 

The Ordinance Committee 
will take up the issue at a future 
meeting. 


> In The News 





Wistariahurst Museum presents Ida Wells workshop 


HOLYOKE — On Wednesday, 
March 31 at 2 p.m., Wistariahurst will 
present Ida B. Wells: The Price of 
Resistance, an interactive performance 
and workshop with Amina Jordan- 
Mendez, performing and teaching art- 
ist with Enchanted Circle Theater. This 
live, virtual program will be presented 
on Zoom. The program is free to attend, 
but spaces are limited and pre-registra- 
tion is required. 

Ida B. Wells-Barnett was a vision- 
ary activist and journalist whose writ- 


ing and voice changed the 
trajectory of Black life and 
Resistance. While she is 
marginally celebrated now, 
in life she was often shunned 
and silenced. 

In this workshop we will 
explore integrity and self 
determination in the struggle 
for human rights and protec- 





formance with Ms. Jordan- 
Mendez. Participants will 
then be led through discus- 
sion, writing, and sharing in 
a brave and reflective space 
forwarding the conversation 
for equity and healing. 

The program is also sup- 
ported through a Community 
Development Block Grant - 


tions. The program begins COVID-19 Grant to address, 
with a short film about Ida Ida B. prevent, and respond to the 
B. Wells and a poetry per- Wells-Barnett COVID-19 Pandemic that 


is administered through the Holyoke 
Office of Community Development and 
has been planned in consultation with 
the Holyoke Council on Aging. 

To register for Ida B. Wells: The 
Price of Resistance, please visit www. 
Wistariahurst.org or contact Eileen 
Maginnis at the Holyoke Council on 
Aging at maginnise@holyoke.org. 
If you have an idea for a topic you’d 
like to be considered for a future 
Wistariahurst session, please contact 
info @ wistariahurst.org. 





COVID-19 testing at HCC 
extended through June 


HOLYOKE — Even though infec- 
tion rates have been dropping and 
vaccinations are becoming more read- 
ily available, free “Stop the Spread” 
COVID-19 testing at Holyoke 
Community College has been extended 
through June 2021, according to the 
Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC is 
conducted six days a week in park- 
ing lot H near the western entrance to 
the Donahue Building on the college’s 
main campus, 303 Homestead Ave. 

Wait times for tests are not nearly 
as long as they used to be, according to 
site administrators, with only a handful 
of vehicles lined up at the busiest times. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop 
the Spread” drive-through testing site 
since last summer to help reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the cam- 
pus from Homestead Avenue, turn left 
onto the Campus Road and proceed to 
parking lot H. There will be signs and 
parking attendants on site to manage 
the flow of traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; and 
Tuesday and Thursday from 2 p.m. to 
7 p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts 


2021 Cornelius J. Moriarty, Jr. Scholarship 


residents, and conducted on a first- 
come, first-serve basis. There are no 
appointments and no referral is nec- 
essary. Turnaround time for results 1s 
typically four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the 
Stop the Spread test sites across the tate 
can be found at: https://www.mass.gov/ 
info-details/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may some- 
times be cancelled due to inclement 
weather. Be sure to visit the Holyoke 
Board of Health website for up-to-date 
information on cancellations: 

https://www.holyoke.org/depart- 
ments/board-of-health 





The COVID-19 test site at Holyoke 
Community College will continue to offer 


drive-thru testing until the end of June. 
Submitted photo 


for Cadet Engineers 


Pursuant to MGL Chapter 164, Sections 69B to 69F, applications for 
a cadet engineer scholarship will be received at the: 


Office of the Manager 


Holyoke Gas & Electric Department 


99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 


Deadline: May 14, 2021 


(Applications will only be considered if received on or before the deadline). 


Application forms may be obtained during regular business hours at 
the above address or from school guidance counselors. For further 


information, please contact the Office of the Manager, at 536-9313. 


Applicants for the scholarship must be: 


1) Residents of the City of Holyoke. 
2) Graduates of a duly accredited senior secondary school 


(year 2021 or before). 
3) Not less than seventeen 


(17) years old on their last birthday, 


nor more than twenty-five (25) years old. 

4) Accepted for admission to, or already enrolled in, an accredited 
community college, college, or university having a course of 
study leading to a degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering. 


EMPOWERING YOUR WORLD 
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Holyoke Gas & Electric 


99 Suffolk Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
(413) 536-9300 
www.hged.com 








Middle School students returning 


HOLYOKE -— Students in Grades 
6-8 who selected to participate in school- 
based Campus Learning Centers (CLCs) 
are scheduled to return on March 29. 
Students will participate in CLCs at their 
regular school for 2 days/week. Schools 
have been and will continue to reach out 
to families with further information. 

Students who are learning in-person 
at school do not need to wear uniforms, 
although they may choose to. The priori- 


ty is on creating a safe environment; fam- 
ilies do need to ensure the student has a 
face covering/mask. Contact your school 
if you need a mask for your child. 

If you haven’t done so already, 
please complete your child’s Return to 
School Packet. It is absolutely critical 
that we have the most current phone 
numbers for every student in attendance, 
so that we can quickly contact you if 
your child becomes ill while at school. 





Equine center hosting fundraiser 


HOLYOKE — The Therapeutic 
Equestrian Center (TEC), located in 
Holyoke, is hosting a virtual fundrais- 
ing event featuring the 2021 Winnie Film 
Festival Tour. This film fest will feature 
exclusive world premier short documenta- 
ry films that celebrate the healing powers 
of the horse. 

Enjoy two hours of inspiring and 
heartwarming films anytime from 5 
p.m. on Friday, April 9 until 10 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 11. A modest fee of $25 is 
requested to register and you'll be pro- 
vided a link to stream to any smart devise 


such as phones, tablets, and TVs. Binge in 
one sitting or stretch the viewing out over 
the entire weekend — the choice is yours! 

To register for this virtual event, 
please visit our website at tecriders.org. 

We are proud and grateful to 
announce that Garry Rome Hyundai is our 
exclusive event sponsor. 

TEC has been closed during the pan- 
demic but hopes to open later this year. 
Proceeds from this event will help feed 
and care for our stable of horses and pro- 
vide necessary materials needed for a safe 
reopening. 





Brand expert to make Zoom presentation 


HOLYOKE -— Boston-based brand- 
ing expert Mark Gallagher will be guest 
speaker at The Communicator Club’s 
virtual program from noon to 1:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 6. 

With the term “branding” so often 
conflated with advertising, marketing 
and design, it’s no wonder so many 
efforts fail. Effective brands cut through 
the noise in an overcrowded marketplace 
because they are clear about who they 
are — and why that matters. 

Gallagher, the co-founder of 
Blackcoffee, promises to uncover suc- 
cessful branding’s essence. Those attend- 
ing the presentation will learn “how 


branding works to make more compel- 
ling arguments and tell more engaging 
stories through positioning principles,” 
he said. 

A partner at Blackcoffee, an agency 
that works exclusively with brands in 
transition, Gallagher works at the inter- 
section of Brand Strategy (how a brand is 
defined) and Brand Identity (how a brand 
is articulated). 

A $10 fee will be charged for the 
Zoom-based program. To register, go to 
https://conta.cc/3qL9Rdq. 

For more information about The 
Communicators Club, visit https://com- 
municatorsclub.org/. 
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Food Court seating reopens at Holyoke Mall 


HOLYOKE -— In accordance with 
Massachusetts guidelines under Phase 
Four Step One, seating has reopened at 
Holyoke Mall’s food court. Café Square 
was previously only open for takeout 
service. Restrictions will be similar to 
that of all restaurants and guests will 
find tables placed at least six feet apart, 
parties limited to six people or less and 
sanitization in between guests by on-site 
housekeeping staff. Guests will also be 
required to wear a mask unless seated at 
a food court table to eat or drink. 

There are seven restaurants in the 


food court including Wings Express, 
The Greek Place, Cajun Café, Charleys 
Philly Steaks, McDonald’s, Smoothie 
Island and EA Teriyaki. The list of din- 
ing options will soon include Sbarro, 
which is planning to open in the coming 
days. 

“With safety as the highest priority 
at the shopping center, we are thrilled 
that we’ll be able to provide guests with 
seating to enjoy their meals purchased 
in the food court,” said Bill Rogalski, 
General Manager for Holyoke Mall. 
“Not only does this make the guest’s 


experience more enjoyable, it also 
makes them more likely to visit the food 
court, which was previously only open 
for takeout.” 

Many stores and restaurants will 
continue to offer curbside pick-up. A 
complete list can be found at Curbside @ 
Holyoke. 

Mall hours of operation are Monday 
through Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

All visitors to Holyoke Mall are 
reminded to wear a mask and follow our 
Healthy Shopper Guidelines. 
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The Food Court at t the Holyoke Mall now fds 
seating once again. Submitted photo 





Drive-thru Easter event scheduled 


HOLYOKE — Holyoke Parks 
and Recreation cordially invites the 
Holyoke community to “Drive into 
Spring.” This event will take place 
on Sunday, March 28, 2021 from 2 
to 3:30 p.m. at Community Field (off 
Cherry Street). 

Wave to the Easter Bunny, Paw 
Patrol Characters, Nick’s Nest Hot 
Dog and more surprises! 

Music provided by 413 Family 
Fitness. 

Collect an Easter gift bag for 
children 12 and under while supplies 
last! 

This event is free of charge. Rain 
date is scheduled for Saturday, April 
3, 2021. 

For more information visit our 
web site at www.holyoke.org or call 
the Parks & Recreation Department at 
(413) 322-5620. 








Library to present Irish 
Genealogy research 


HOLYOKE -— Join us 
via Zoom as Irish genealo- 
gy specialist Lisa Dougherty 
provides a brief introduction 
to using the online resource 
Irish Genealogy for family 
history research. Lisa’s pre- 
sentation will be followed 
by a question-and-answer 
period during which she will 
demonstrate Irish Genealogy 
using participants’ own fam- 
ily research questions. Users 
may follow along on their own devices. 

The registration process will provide 
instructions for submitting your question. 
Feel free to ask about specific individ- 





Lisa Dougherty 


uals you are researching, but 
understand that Lisa may or 
may not have success in find- 
ing information for you or be 
able to respond to all participant 
questions. Due to the format of 
this event, attendance may be 
limited. 

About Lisa Dougherty: 
Lisa Dougherty has 25 years of 
experience with family history 
research, with a focus on inter- 
net and Irish research. She is a 
member of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists and is the Genealogist-in- 
Residence at the Irish American Heritage 
Museum in Albany, New York. 


Lyman Terrace | 30 Hampden Street | Holyoke, MA 01040 (P) (413) 887-6642 | TTY: 711| lyman.terrace@TCBINC.ORG 


The newest phase of Lyman Terrace Apartments is now leasing and will be taking applications for 
1 and 2 bedroom subsidized apartments. 

Section 8 income eligibility requirements and preferences apply. 

To obtain a copy of the Tenant Selection Plan please contact the management office. 


Applications will be available from February 22, 2021 through April 23, 2021. You may obtain applications in several ways during the 


application period: 1.) Complete an application online on our website www.lymanterrace.com (PREFERRED METHOD); 


2.) Print the 


application from our website at www.lymanterrace.com, complete and mail to 30 Hampden Street or email to lyman.terrace@tcbinc. 
org; 3.) If you or anyone assisting you cannot use the above methods, please call (413) 887-6642 or email lyman.terrace@tcbinc.org 
and ask that an application be mailed or e-mailed to you. 


Your place on the waiting list will be decided by Lottery so there is no need to come in person, early, or wait in line. Returning 
completed applications and Lottery selection: Applications may be completed online or completed and returned by mailing or emailing 
to us by the Lottery deadline of April 23, 2021 by 11:59:59PM. This is the final deadline for taking applications for the Lottery. Mailed 
applications must be postmarked by this date. 


Two virtual informational sessions will be held on March 8, 2021 from 6pm-7pm and April 5, 2021 from 6pm-7pm (both can be 
accessed via these links: https://meetings.ringcentral.com/j/1 485387837 (March 8th Information Session); https://meetings.ringcentral. 
com/j/14896148083 (April 5th Informational Session). 


All applicants must be determined eligible in accordance with the Department of HUD regulations and must meet the family size 
requirements for a designated bedroom size (maximum of 2 persons per bedroom; minimum of 1 person per bedroom preference) as 
well as maximum income of all family members (please see income limits below). If your application shows that you are eligible, you 
will be notified in writing by mail or electronic mail at least 10 days prior to the Lottery date and you will be provided an Application 
Registration Number (ineligible applicants will also be notified in writing and will be provided the chance to appeal). Only eligible 
applications will be entered into the Lottery. Your place on the waitlist will be decided by a Lottery that will be held virtually at the 
following date and time: Monday, May 10, 2021 at 10:00am via this link https://meetings.ringcentral.com/j/5719941 869. The lottery will 
be recorded and posted to our website and social media page. 


You do not need to be in attendance for the selection process since you will be notified in writing of your Lottery Number subsequent to 
the Lottery. In the event that public gatherings are not permitted, as result of federal/state/local mandate, the Lottery will be completed 
with the assistance of an electronic random drawing service (e.g. www.random.org) using the “paid service” option and/or third-party 
monitor, as may be acceptable to MassHousing and/or DHCD. PLEASE NOTE THAT YOUR POSITION ON THE WAITLIST MAY NOT 
BE DICTATED BY YOUR LOTTERY NUMBER SINCE THOSE WITH A PREFERENCE WILL TAKE PRIORITY. After the Lottery, the 
waiting list will remain open until further notice. Applications will be processed in order of receipt from that point forward. Please call 
(413) 887-6642 | TTY: 711 or email lyman.terrace@tcbinc.org if a reasonable accommodation request is needed or assistance with 


Limited English proficiency. 


OPPORTUNITY 


HH# Maximum Income Maximum Income 
30% AMI 50% AMI 
1 $17,940 $29,900 
2 $20,520 $34,200 
3 $23,070 $38,450 
4 $25,620 $42,700 


THEC’MMUNITY 
BUILDERS 
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“If The World Doesn’t 
Say I’m Sorry” 


By Thomas J. Kennedy 


If the World doesn’t say I’m sorry, 
If the World doesn’t say I share, 
Then you must set example — 
You must learn to always care. 


First for others, as we truly 
are all sisters and brothers. 
Tell the World I am being the best of me 
until my eternity. 


First for others... 
As we are sisters and brothers. 
I will try to live an honest humility 
with generosity. 
But always be grateful and if you don’t own it 
Leave it alone. 


God is in control and always wins out. 
Be nice... Be always sincere, 
Give more love and not anxious fear. 


Be good and be a person with 
gratitude and compassion with cheer. 
And at least this new year... 
and God Bless America. 
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Fun with houseplants 


ust about a month ago I decid- compost-based Coast of Maine pot- 
ed to re-pot a number of my LN THE ting soil and proceeded to pry the 
“houseplants.” I figured the GARDEN plants apart, giving the divisions a 


timing was good, since before too 
long the plants would be respond- 
ing to longer days with increased 
growth. They would relish new soil 
and more room for their roots to 
sprawl in the bigger pots I would 
provide. While I have never really 
felt that my outdoor “green thumb” 
has transferred to indoor plants, 
I’ve managed not to kill enough 
of them so that one morning of February 
vacation was spent with my hands in potting 
soil liberating them from a fate of being root 
bound in the same tired soil. 

One of my favorite houseplants is the 
Gerber daisy. Most people think of this plant 
as a Summer annual, and it technically is here 
in the northeast, but frugal Yankees (i.e. Mom 
and I) have been keeping them alive through 
the winter for years now. Its pretty pastel dai- 
sy-type flowers remind me of those the prank- 
ster clowns use to squirt water in the faces of 
unsuspecting folks. In our house we call it the 
“happy plant.’ I had three good-sized pots of 
them, all with tired soil. It showed by how 
yellow-green the leaves were. I moistened my 
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fresh pot and a splash of liquid fer- 
tilizer once back on the windowsill. 
I am happy to say I now have one 
flower and a few others awaiting in 
the crown! Success! 

Three other plants typically 
grown as annuals were saved from 
winter’s chill and brought indoors 
as an experiment. One was a lobe- 
lia plant that grew in a ceramic pot 
by my front door all summer. Usually lobelias 
peter out during the dog days, but this newer 
variety kept right on blooming right through 
the heat. For the fun of it, I cut it back in late 
October and put it, pot and all in my mud 
room. Lo and behold, it started to grow. I 
provided it with light, some fresh soil and said 
liquid fertilizer, and it is actually sporting a 
few blossoms right now. I am only hoping it 
will be happy indoors for several more weeks; 
thankfully lobelias are fairly cold hardy so I 
can probably get it outside earlier than most 
flowering plants. 

Another annual I overwintered is helio- 
trope. Given to me as a gift last summer, its 
purple, vanilla-baby powder scented flowers 


provided a olfactory pick-me-up whenever 
needed. Admittedly, this plant struggled over 
the winter but with fresh soil and a brighter 
window it is thriving once more. The same 
goes for a coleus that I got from a my friend 
Jean a year and a half ago. I decided take cut- 
tings of all three to increase my coffers and 
happily both the coleus and the lobelia have 
rooted. It’s been tricky to keep the almost 
furry heliotrope leaves from wilting while 
awaiting roots. More research necessary there. 

Late last spring I made a mixed planter 
with succulent type plants for my porch. I 
used what I had, including two tiny kalachoe 
plants rescued from where I don’t recall. They 
looked so pathetic that I planted them almost 
in the same hole to make one decent-sized 
plant. But alas, in just three months of good 
soul and a warm porch they tripled in size and 
by February were full of aphids. After a soapy 
bath they were separated, each given their 
own pot. Now, one has flower buds! I have 
read that kalanchoes are easy to propagate. 
Simply take a cutting of terminal growth two 
to three inches long, stripping off all but the 
top 2 or 3 leaves. Allow the stem to callus 
and then insert into a free-draining type of 


See GARDEN, page 5 





March 16 to March 31: 


History Matters is a biweekly feature 
courtesy of The Grateful American Book 
Prize, which is awarded to children’s books 
that emphasize the importance of American 
history. 


After the Revolution, 
everything is A-OK 


HISTORY 
MATTERS 


By John Grimaldi 
and David Bruce Smith 


y March 22, 1765, the British, short on 
funds to absorb the costs of their mili- 


tary presence in the colonies, unloaded 
the Stamp Act on the overburdened citizenry. 
Already, they were anteing up for the sugar 
tax on imported goods, paying an assessment 
for paper money, and a quartering fee for the 
housing and food costs of the Redcoats. 

The Stamp Tax levied a charge on every- 
thing from newspapers, and pamphlets, to 
playing cards, but that offense kicked off out- 
rage and defiance. According to History.com, 
“They raised the issue of taxation without 
representation and formed societies through- 
out the colonies to rally against the British 
government and nobles who sought to exploit 
the colonies as a source of revenue and raw 
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materials. By October of that year, nine of the 
13 colonies sent representatives to the Stamp 
Act Congress, at which the colonists drafted 
the “Declaration of Rights and Grievances,’ 
a document that railed against the autocratic 
policies of the mercantilist British empire.” 

Although it was eventually rescinded, the 
public’s pique unified the colonists, suffused 
them with nationalism, and, slowly, activated 
America’s war of independence. 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “The Stamp Act Crisis: Prologue 
to Revolution,” by Edmund S. Morgan and 
Helen M. Morgan. 


Okay is created 

Did you know that the United States 
does not have an official language? The 
Constitution does not specify one, nor is there 
a law which mandates the country to speak 
English; most Americans have accepted it 
as their “mother tongue,’ but adapting it in a 
very un-British way. 

Take the distinctly American “okay,” 
which started out as an abbreviation: “OK.” 
It was common in the mid-19th century for 
younger, educated men and women to delib- 
erately misspell words for amusement. For 
example, the slang for “all correct” became 
“oll korrect” or OK, and was sopped up in 


American Revolution, OK and March Madness 


the American lexicon when the editor of 
the March 23, 1839 edition of the Boston 
Morning Post, tagged it “OK” to denote that 
the copy was “all correct” or— “oll korrect.” 

Other newspapers replicated the abbrevi- 
ation; it diffused all over the world and mor- 
phed into “the most frequently spoken word 
on the planet.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends “OK: The Improbable Story of 
America’s Greatest Word,” by Allan Metcalf. 


March Madness 

March Madness is overwhelming the 
nation. It has been that way since March 27, 
1939, when the University of Oregon beat 
Ohio State University 46—33 in the final game 
of the very first NCAA men’s basketball tour- 
nament. 

If the Super Bowl causes the nation to 
stop and focus on football for one day, the 
annual NCAA basketball tournament holds 
the attention of the nation about three weeks. 
It starts mid-month when the “first four” —or 
first round games—are played, and last until 
the “final four” games culminate with the 
selection of the two teams that will compete 
in the championship. 


See HISTORY, page 5 
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A Quole 


OF NOTE 


“Opening Day. 
All you have to do 
is say the words and 
you feel the shutters 
thrown wide, t 
he room air out, 
the light pour in. 
In baseball, no 
other day is so pure 
with possibility.” 


Mary Schmich 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 


RE SI GNS, from page 1 


state to decide what the next steps are 
for appointing either me or someone 
else to a permanent receiver position,” 
Anthony Soto said. “I want what’s best 
for Holyoke and we have a lot of work 
to do to get students back to in per- 
son learning and to recover from the 
impact that the pandemic has had on 
many students, families, and staff.” 

Soto has been the interim receiv- 
er during the past month and was 
appointed to acting receiver after 
Vazquez-Matos’ resignation. 

In a press release from the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, 
Vazquez-Matos thanked families and 
students of Holyoke for the opportu- 
nity to work in the district this year. 
Additionally, he thanked the faculty 
and staff of the HPS for their dedica- 
tion to teaching and learning, as well 
as the health and safety for the com- 


munity and students. Vazquez-Matos 
looks forward to pursuing other pro- 
fessional interests in education. 

Media Relations Coordinator 
Jacqueline Reis explained that there 
is no further information at this time 
for naming a new receiver, but plans 
to address the process and any ques- 
tions when more information becomes 
available. This includes whether or not 
Soto will finish the academic school 
year as acting receiver. 

Soto has been with the Holyoke 
Public Schools as the Chief Finance 
and Operations Officer since 2014, he 
will be working with Holyoke staff 
and city leader to implement a turn- 
around plan for the district and com- 
plete the school year safely and effec- 
tively. 

Soto says the recovery of the dis- 
trict from the pandemic is the focus of 
the HPS, and the team will continue 
to focus on the families, students, and 
staff during these unprecedented times. 





M OR SE. , from page 1 


handle the job full time. The city coun- 
cil has yet to figure out who will be act- 
ing mayor for the remainder of the year. 


There are two declared candi- 
dates for mayor who will run for elec- 
tion later this year. Two others have 
expressed interest, but have not formal- 
ly announced runs. 


GAR DE N, from page 4 


potting soil, one comprised of peat moss 
and perlite is ideal. Begin checking for 
roots in about a month. 

Another plant that faced true liber- 
ation a month ago was an amaryllis that 
I received in a fancy clear container. The 
bulb was waxed, or maybe even covered 
in some kind of plastic. Hard to tell.. All 
you had to do was put it on the shelf, no 
potting up required. Something did not 
set well with me about this fancy new 
modus...they want you to throw it away 
afterwards! But I kept my comment to 
myself, thanked the person who gave it 
to me and watched as it bloomed, nice- 
ly, but on a shorter stem than what I am 
used to. Once the flowers had passed it 
looked as though another stem wanted 
to put out flower buds, but it just sort 
of sat there. I decided I would operate, 
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gently peeling the wax off the bulb. After 
planting in potting soil the amaryllis 
did bloom and has since put out healthy 
white roots this last month. Next it will 
grow a healthy crop of foliage then go 
dormant before blooming again next fall/ 
winter. 

It was a lot of fun to repot and 
experiment with my “houseplants.” 
Maybe I’ve had some success because 
not all of them were intentioned for the 
house all along. Or maybe my luck is 
changing! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 








HIS TOR y from page 4 


In the beginning, eight schools were 
invited to participate; this year, 68 will 
face off in the men’s competition. 

The inaugural women’s NCAA tour- 
nament of 1982 had representation from 


32 schools; the 2021 line-up will be gen- 
erated from 64. 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “How March Became 
Madness: How the NCAA Tournament 
Became the Greatest Sporting Event in 
America,” by Eddie Einhorn and Ron 
Rapoport. 


HOLYOKE WATER WORKS 
Job Posting — March 29, 2021 to Deadline-April 9, 2021 


Motor Equipment Repairman 
One (1) Full Time Position 

Position Summary: Performs routine maintenance on all motorized vehicles, tools and equipment along 
with other assigned laboring duties. 

Essential Functions: Repairs and maintains all motorized vehicles, tools and equipment. Performs manu- 
al labor for the maintenance, repair and improvements to the municipal water system. The functions above 
are normal for this position. Other duties may be required and assigned. The essential functions or duties 
listed above are intended only as examples of the types of work that may be performed. The omission of 
specific statements of duties does not exclude them from the position if the work is similar, related or a logi- 
cal assignment to the position. 

Duties: 

1. Under general supervision, performs skilled repair and maintenance of all motorized vehicles, tools and 
equipment. 

2. Maintains records on all vehicles, equipment and tools of a mechanical nature. 

3. Inspects and troubleshoots gasoline and diesel internal combustion engine-powered vehicles and other 
engine-powered equipment. 

4, Performs tune-ups, repairs electrical systems, adjusts or replaces carburetors/fuel injection systems. 

5. Replaces faulty or worn parts, grinds valves, replaces brake pads and rotors, and performs engine over- 
hauls. 

6. Performs minor welding and metal working duties as deemed necessary. 

7. Performs preventative maintenance tasks such as lubrication and replacing oil filters, changing oil/trans- 
mission fluids and other similar duties. 

8. Maintain logs or records and vehicle maintenance for record keeping purposes. 

9. Supervise a small crew of workers at a lower skill level such as Laborers and Summer Employees. 

10. Perform laboring tasks as assigned by his supervisors in other departments as deemed necessary. 

Experience required: At least five (5) year paid experience as an official Motor Mechanic or Motor 
Equipment Repairman. 

Education, certification, licensure, or other similar requirements: High School Diploma or equivalent; 
Must possess a Massachusetts Driver’s License Class C. 

Supervision: On occasion supervises a small crew of laborers and/or summer/seasonal employees as 
deemed necessary 

Job Environment: Fieldwork is performed outdoors with loud noise levels and exposure to variable 
weather conditions/hazards associated with utility construction. The workload is subject to seasonal and 
weather-related changes. 

Physical Requirements: 

1. Physical ability to repair/maintain motorized vehicles and equipment and other construction related 
tools. 

2. Tasks involve the regular and sustained performance of moderately physically demanding work, typical- 
ly involving some combination of driving, climbing, digging, stooping, kneeling, crouching, and crawling, 
and which involves the lifting, carrying, pushing and/or pulling of moderately heavy objects and materials 
(up to 50 pounds) and occasionally heavier objects and materials (up to 100 pounds). 

3. Requires the ability to coordinate hands and eyes in operating hoisting, heavy motor equipment and 
other construction tools. 

4, Requires the manual dexterity to handle a variety of items, control knobs, buttons, switches, catches, 
tools, etc. Must have significant levels of eye/hand/foot coordination. 

5. Must be adaptable to performing under stress when confronted with emergencies or tight deadlines. 

6. Communications: Requires the ability to talk and hear. 

7. Exercises some independent judgment on repair methods and replacement of parts; decisions subject to 
review while work is in progress. Tasks may require frequent exposure to adverse environmental conditions. 

The physical demands described above are representative of those that must be met by an employee to 
perform the essential functions of this job successfully. Reasonable accommodation(s) if needed will be pro- 
vided for the employee with the adequate strength, dexterity, coordination, and visual acuity in a manner that 
does not pose a direct threat to the health or safety of the employee or others in the workplace. 

Other requirements: Must be able to pass an employment physical, drug screening, and criminal back- 
ground check. 

Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) status: Non-Exempt (hourly) 

Employment Status & Hours: Regular Full Time, 40 hours per week, Monday-Friday, 7:00 a.m-3:00 PM 

Pay rate: $23.73 to 25.48 per hour, paid weekly 

Employee Benefits: Health, Dental, Retirement, Life Insurance, Sick, Vacation and Personal Time. 

Reports to: Working Foreman Motor Equipment Repairman 


Applications are available upon request at the Holyoke Water Works. 
Apply by completing a Labor Service Application IN PERSON or by contacting: 
Joseph Manzi, Business Manager @ 413-536-0442 
or by email @ manzij@holyoke.org 


Return the completed Labor Service Application along with a copy of your Mass. Driver’s License 
(BOTH FRONT & BACK) to: 


Holyoke Water Works, 20 Commercial Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 
The Holyoke Water Works is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate because of age, 
ancestry, color, creed, disability, ethnicity, family status, gender, genetic information, marital status, military 
status, national origin, political affiliation, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, veteran status, or 


any other legally protected category. Bilingual applicants are especially encouraged to apply. 


HOLYOKE WATER WORKS 
Job Posting — March 29, 2021 to Deadline-April 9, 2021 


Motor Equipment Repairman 
One (1) Full Time Position 

Position Summary: Performs routine maintenance on all motorized vehicles, tools and equipment along 
with other assigned laboring duties. 

Essential Functions: Repairs and maintains all motorized vehicles, tools and equipment. Performs man- 
ual labor for the maintenance, repair and improvements to the municipal water system. The functions above 
are normal for this position. Other duties may be required and assigned. The essential functions or duties 
listed above are intended only as examples of the types of work that may be performed. The omission of 
specific statements of duties does not exclude them from the position if the work is similar, related or a logi- 
cal assignment to the position. 

Duties: 

1. Under general supervision, performs skilled repair and maintenance of all motorized vehicles, tools 
and equipment. 

2. Maintains records on all vehicles, equipment and tools of a mechanical nature. 

3. Inspects and troubleshoots gasoline and diesel internal combustion engine-powered vehicles and other 
engine-powered equipment. 

4. Performs tune-ups, repairs electrical systems, adjusts or replaces carburetors/fuel injection systems. 

5. Replaces faulty or worn parts, grinds valves, replaces brake pads and rotors, and performs engine over- 
hauls. 

6. Performs minor welding and metal working duties as deemed necessary. 

7. Performs preventative maintenance tasks such as lubrication and replacing oil filters, changing oil/ 
transmission fluids and other similar duties. 

8. Maintain logs or records and vehicle maintenance for record keeping purposes. 

9. Supervise a small crew of workers at a lower skill level such as Laborers and Summer Employees. 

10. Perform laboring tasks as assigned by his supervisors in other departments as deemed necessary. 

Experience required: At least five (5) years paid experience as an official Motor Mechanic or Motor 
Equipment Repairman. 

Education, certification, licensure, or other similar requirements: High School Diploma or equiva- 
lent; Must possess a Massachusetts Driver’s License Class C. 

Supervision: On occasion supervises a small crew of laborers and/or summer/seasonal employees as 
deemed necessary 

Job Environment: Fieldwork is performed outdoors with loud noise levels and exposure to variable 
weather conditions/hazards associated with utility construction. The workload is subject to seasonal and 
weather-related changes. 

Physical Requirements: 

1. Physical ability to repair/maintain motorized vehicles and equipment and other construction related 
tools. 

2. Tasks involve the regular and sustained performance of moderately physically demanding work, 
typically involving some combination of driving, climbing, digging, stooping, kneeling, crouching, and 
crawling, and which involves the lifting, carrying, pushing and/or pulling of moderately heavy objects and 
materials (up to 50 pounds) and occasionally heavier objects and materials (up to 100 pounds). 

3. Requires the ability to coordinate hands and eyes in operating hoisting, heavy motor equipment and 
other construction tools. 

4. Requires the manual dexterity to handle a variety of items, control knobs, buttons, switches, catches, 
tools, etc. Must have significant levels of eye/hand/foot coordination. 

5. Must be adaptable to performing under stress when confronted with emergencies or tight deadlines. 

6. Communications: Requires the ability to talk and hear. 

7. Exercises some independent judgment on repair methods and replacement of parts; decisions subject 
to review while work is in progress. Tasks may require frequent exposure to adverse environmental condi- 
tions. 

The physical demands described above are representative of those that must be met by an employee to 
perform the essential functions of this job successfully. Reasonable accommodation(s) if needed will be 
provided for the employee with the adequate strength, dexterity, coordination, and visual acuity in a manner 
that does not pose a direct threat to the health or safety of the employee or others in the workplace. 

Other requirements: Must be able to pass an employment physical, drug screening, and criminal back- 
ground check. 

Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) status: Non-Exempt (hourly) 

Employment Status & Hours: Regular Full Time, 40 hours per week, Monday-Friday, 7:00 a.m-3:00 
PM 

Pay rate: $23.73 to 25.48 per hour, paid weekly 

Employee Benefits: Health, Dental, Retirement, Life Insurance, Sick, Vacation and Personal Time. 

Reports to: Working Foreman Motor Equipment Repairman 


Applications are available upon request at the Holyoke Water Works. 
Apply by completing a Labor Service Application IN PERSON or by contacting: 
Joseph Manzi, Business Manager @ 413-536-0442 
or by email @ manzij @ holyoke.org 


Return the completed Labor Service Application along with a copy of your Mass. Driver’s License 
(BOTH FRONT & BACK) to: 


Holyoke Water Works, 20 Commercial Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 
The Holyoke Water Works is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate because of age, 
ancestry, color, creed, disability, ethnicity, family status, gender, genetic information, marital status, military 


status, national origin, political affiliation, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, veteran status, 
or any other legally protected category. Bilingual applicants are especially encouraged to apply. 
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> In The News 


Vaccine 
clinics 
ramp up 


HOLYOKE — Veterans Affairs 
recently held a vaccine clinic at the War 
Memorial. Area veterans were able to 
come to the clinic to receive the COVID- 
19 vaccine. More clinics should be com- 
ing as the vaccine rollout gets bigger. 














The main hall of the Holyoke War Memorial 
building was transformed into a multi-station 


vaccine clinic for Veteran’s on Tuesday, March 9. 
Photos by Shelby Macri 


Veteran Lisa Belanger gets her first vaccine from Angela Taylor. 
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There is a section on stage where the vaccines are thawed out and distributed to the stations. 


AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 
* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D.  ® John P, Neha D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S Tineseed ptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D 
Care Credit Financing Avai bee nd 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans aaa 
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SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION ¥ www.turley.com 
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Patrick Gubala heads down the court after making a rebound. 
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_aitt@es 
u% is ee tem 
Tineke os 


f Naliio-org ete : 
= 
ar} f 





Ei acebook.com/turleysports 





www.sports.turley.com 





we / 
J KNIGE 


edged by 





Knights 
Sabis 








Holyoke sports are back. Last Wednesday, the boys basketball team returned to action in the Fall 2 season, 
falling to Sabis 58-53. In the loss, Brian Cristobal had a huge game with 32 points, more than half of Holyoke’s 
total scoring. Moises Silva had eight points. Moises Silva reaches for the basket as he takes a shot. 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 





Purse structure announced 


WATERBURY, VT and 
NAPLES, ME -- American- 
Canadian Tour (ACT) and Pro 
All Star Series (PASS) offi- 
cials have announced the purse 
structure for the five week- 
ly divisions set for competi- 
tion at Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park in 2021. 

A total of nearly $24,000 
in posted awards have been set 
to be distributed to the Sunoco 


Modifieds, Late Models, SK 
Light Modifieds, Limited 
Sportsman, and Mini Stocks at 
each event. All five divisions 
will compete as part of the six- 
race oval track event schedule at 
Thompson, which begins with 
the annual Icebreaker on April 
10 and 11. The schedule also 
includes four Wednesday night 
races in the summer (June 16, 
July 7, Aug. 11 and Sept. 15) 


and the Sunoco World Series 
(Oct. 8 to 10). 

“When Tom (Mayberry) 
and I agreed to take on this role 
at Thompson, one of our priori- 
ties was posting a fair purse for 
all divisions,’ ACT managing 
partner Cris Michaud said. “I 
raced for 20+ years, and I expe- 
rienced firsthand the value of an 


See RACING, page ?? 





Information has been released for racing purses for the 2021 season. 


Submitted photo 





Valley Wheel Baseball 
seeking new talent 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION —- The reg- 
ular season is just a month 
away and the members of 
the Valley Wheel Over-30 
Baseball League are excited 
to be playing baseball again. 

Last year, the season was 
cancelled once parks were 
closed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

An attempt was made 
by commissioner Jim Nason 
to hold a short season once 
modified rules for activity 
were allowed, but there was 
not enough interest to keep 
the league operating. 

Now, the league is 


gearing for a full season, 
but between circumstances 
changing during the pandem- 
ic and the modifications cur- 
rently in place for sports The 
league is definitely in need of 
more baseball talent. 

Nason is hoping “quar- 
antine fatigue” and the need 
to get outdoors and get active 
will draw new players to 
tryouts when they start next 
weekend. 

Tryouts for the league 
will take place Saturday, April 
3, and the next two Sundays, 
April 11 and 18. 

There are normally six 
teams in the league and the 
hope is to continue to have 


See BASEBALL, page ?? 
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» Sports 


College conference moves forward with competition 


WESTFIELD —- The eight 
Massachusetts State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (MASCAC) Presidents 
announced today that they have approved 
a plan to have competition for the spring 
sports of baseball, men’s golf, women’s 
lacrosse, softball and men’s and women’s 
outdoor track and field. The presidents 
have also approved the continuation of 
practice for fall and winter MASCAC 
teams subject to health and safety, testing 
and tracing protocols in place to limit the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus. 

“The MASCAC continues to meet 
regularly with the presidents, athlet- 
ic directors, athletic trainers and other 
essential staff as we bring our stu- 
dent-athletes back to the playing field, 
safely, while adhering to all state, federal 
and NCAA guidelines,” said MASCAC 
Commissioner Angela Baumann. “It 
is our intention to have these athletic 
events as long as the conditions allow us 


to move forward safely. The MASCAC 
office and eight MASCAC Presidents will 
be monitoring practices and competition 
to ensure the continued health and safety 
of our student-athletes and staff.” 

It will remain the decision of each 
member institution to determine if they 
can safely participate in intercollegiate 
athletics this spring and in which sports 
they will permit competition. These deci- 
sions will be made in consultation with 
campus health professionals and the 
MASCAC Commissioner. 

The presidents have approved a con- 
ference schedule where the institutions 
will play the same school each week in 
baseball, softball and women’s lacrosse. 
In addition, the membership has approved 
a men’s golf and outdoor track and field 
championship. Additionally, the presi- 
dents have authorized institutions to 
schedule non-conference contests, pro- 
vided all non-conference teams follow 


prescribed MASCAC health and safety 
guidance and protocols. Institutions will 
not be traveling to compete against teams 
out of state. 

As the MASCAC teams continue 
to participate in athletic activities, it is 
the continued responsibility of all stu- 
dent-athletes and staff to stay diligent in 
their safety efforts on and off the field 
of play. Individual member institutions 
reserve the right to halt competition if 
the health of the campus community is 
put at risk. In the event of an increase 
of COVID-related cases on any of our 
campuses, the schedules may be adjusted, 
which might include stoppage of play. 

“The presidents are excited to move 
forward with plans for spring sports com- 
petition,” said Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts President James Birge, Chair 
of the MASCAC Council of Presidents. 
“As we plan for spring sports competi- 
tion, we will continue to fine-tune proto- 


cols to ensure the safety of student-ath- 
letes, coaches, staff and the campus com- 
munities,” said President Birge. 

Consistent with state restrictions on 
gathering limits, spectators will not be 
permitted at MASCAC contests at this 
time. This policy may be revisited for 
outdoor sports if conditions improve and 
subject to state and local health authori- 
ties’ guidance. For the enjoyment of fam- 
ily, friends and fans of our student-ath- 
letes, the MASCAC will continue to 
livestream contests on MASCAC.tv. 

Throughout the 2020-21 academic 
year, the MASCAC will be celebrating 
its’ 50th anniversary with special fea- 
tures, facts and trivia commemorating the 
event. Our conference has a rich history 
of success on the playing field and in the 
classroom. Over the academic year, the 
conference will be highlighting the stu- 
dent-athletes, teams, coaches, and admin- 
istrators from the last 50 years. 





Sign up for Quabbin Valley Baseball 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League is an age 28-and-over 
league which plays its games Sundays 
at 10 a.m. beginning in late April and 
concluding in late August. It is a six- 
team league and a 15-game schedule 
with all teams getting at least one play- 
off game at the end of August. 

The league is seeking new players 
to join in the fun. The cost to play in 
2021 is $192.50 and registration can be 
found at www.quabbinvalleybaseball. 
org. Games are mostly being played this 
year in Easthampton and South Hadley. 
Players who wish to pitch in the league 
must be 30-years-old. 

Sign-ups are active and players 


who are not already on a team will be 
placed in a draft, currently scheduled to 
take place on Sunday, April 11. 

The league’s first games are ten- 
tatively scheduled for Sunday, April 
25. For the 2021 season, there is a 
mask-wearing rule, as well as modifi- 
cations that prohibit any type of spit- 
ting or close contact, and players are 
required to take out all trash they bring 
in with them. The league allows the use 
of BBCOR-certified -3 bats as well as 
wood bats. Games are nine innings and 
all players who participate get to hit and 
play the field. For more information or 
to contact someone from the league, go 
to the league’s website. 
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extra dollar. We’ve put together a com- 
petitive structure that rewards everyone 
who shows up and will help teams get 
their cars to the track.” 

The roar of the Sunoco Modifieds 
will return to the high-banks with driv- 
ers chasing a $1,500 winning prize 
for their 30-lap feature races. With 
$900 on the line for second, $600 for 
third and $200 to start each race, the 
Sunoco Modified purse itself rises over 
$8,500. Some of the top names in local 
Modified racing are expected to com- 
pete, including Keith Rocco, who looks 
to continue his dominance of the com- 
petitive class on Thompson’s 0.625- 
mile oval. Other names expected for the 
opener include Troy Talman, a former 
Thompson winner. 

The Late Models, which will again 
follow ACT Tour rules — including the 
addition of the new Hoosier tire — will 
chase $1,200 to win. As part of a purse 
better than $7,000 throughout the field, 
Late Model drivers will open the season 
with a 40-lap special at the Icebreaker. 
They will continue to thrill Thompson 
fans with some of the top competitors 
from across New England. Names like 
Woody Pitkat, who swept both races in 
2020, along with Nick Johnson, defend- 
ing ACT Tour Rookie of the Year Derek 
Gluchacki and more will be in compe- 
tition. 

The Limited Sportsman are set 
to return with a purse over $3,000 of 
their own and $350 on the line to win. 
Known as one of the most exciting 
divisions at Thompson each year, the 
Limited Sportsman keep fans on the 
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edge of their seat with two, and often 
three-wide action throughout the field. 

Early entries for the season include 
former Thompson champions Kyle 
Gero and Larry Barnett, along with 
former Seekonk Speedway Sportsman 
champion Corey Fanning. At the 
Icebreaker, Limited Sportsman drivers 
may also take the opportunity to com- 
pete in a 8-Cylinder Open Street Stock 
open on Saturday, which pays $1,000 
to win. 

Rising over $3,000, the SK Light 
Modified purse includes another $350 
to win, with $250 for second and a 
strong distribution of funds throughout 
the field. As a division that puts some of 
the youth of Modified racing and veter- 
ans together, it’s expected to be another 
Stout year. 

The Mini Stock thunder will return 
to Thompson with feature races set for 
$200 to win and over $1,600 in pre- 
sented awards. Early entries for the sea- 
son include Thompson veterans Russ 
Barboza, Tommy Silva and former divi- 
sion champion Steve Michalski. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park opens its 82nd season of oval 
track racing with the Icebreaker on 
Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 
11. The 10-division card includes the 
$10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 for the 
Thompson Outlaw Open Modified 
Series, the PASS Super Late Models, 
and five Thompson weekly divisions. 
The 8-Cylinder Street Stock Open, 
NEMA Lites, and EXIT Realty Pro 
Truck Challenge round out the card. 
An optional Test N’ Tune practice day 
is slated for Friday, April 9 with all 
Icebreaker divisions welcome. 


{ Send Us Your Sports Photos! 
sports@turley.com 
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Valley Wheel Baseball is ready to get started again. Tryouts were held last summer before the 


season ultimately had to be cancelled due to the pandemic. 


File photos 





Tryouts are set to begin on April 3. 
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that tradition as players begin to make 
their way out to the fields The normal 
Valley Wheel season is 15 games begin- 
ning April 25 this year and going until 
the end of July. The league plays nine-in- 
ning games, allowing all participants an 
opportunity to get plenty of at-bats and 
lots of time in the field. 

The top four teams in the league 
make the playoffs and the semifinals 
and finals are held in the first two weeks 
of August. The schedule also features a 
couple of weeknights games and a spe- 
cial Mother’s Day weekend Saturday 
game. 

There are still modified rules for 
adult baseball under the Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs, which 
requires mask-wearing, social distancing 
when possible, and no spitting among the 
habit baseball players are not allowed to 
engage in. While the game play is largely 
the same, the mask-wearing rule was one 


that was the subject of controversy last 
summer and ultimately led to the cancel- 
lation of the shortened season. 

With vaccinations in Massachusetts 
clearing one million people and the state 
entering Phase 4 of the re-opening plan 
earlier this week, Nason is hopeful the 
restrictions will ease as the season goes 
on, especially as it relates to gathering. 

Comradery is one of the staples of 
the league, which has usually included 
tailgating after games. That is a practice 
that will also have to be on hold until 
restrictions lift. 

For more information on getting 
involved in adult baseball, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. To play in 
the league, you must be 28-years-old 
before June 1. In order to participate 
in the league as a pitcher, you must be 
30-years-old before June 1. Players can 
participate in at least one of the three 
tryouts dates, usually held at Blunt Park, 
and then a draft is held prior to the start 
of the season. 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
#001-6393 
HOLYOKE BOYS & GIRLS 
CLUB 
(70 Nick Cosmos Way) 

Sealed proposals for the 
replacement of existing dual 
fuel heating boiler and domes- 
tic water heater with new elec- 
trical and control support as 
necessary will be received by 
the President/CEO, 70 Nick 
Cosmos Way, Holyoke, MA 
up to 3/31/21 at 10:00 AM 
in which bids will be publicly 
opened. 

Plans will be available dig- 
itally by request to both rwil- 
loughby @rwhall.com & mbi- 
anchini@rwhall.com. 

A pre-bid walk thru will be 
held on site Tuesday, March 
23, 2021 at 10:00 AM. 

This project is Federally 
funded. In order to be eligi- 
ble for federal funds, respon- 
dents must have a valid 
DUNS number and be regis- 
tered in the System for Award 
Management (sam.gov). 

The work to be performed 
is subject to requirements of 
Section 3 of the Housing and 
Urban Development Act of 
1968. 

03/19, 03/26/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 

50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0517EA 
Estate of: 

Maria F Colon 

Also known as: 

Maria Francisca Colon 
Date of Death: 02/27/2020 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Hilda M Schwartwald 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Hilda M Schwartwald of 
Holyoke, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 


at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/19/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: March 22, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/26/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 
The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021 at 6:30 p.m. to hear a 
Special Permit Application 
for Marijuana Retail and 
Manufacturing Establishment 
of Green Highland LLC to 
build & operate a marijuana 
retail, cultivation and process- 
ing establishment at 26 Hadley 
Mills Rd (023-01-004). Meeting 
will take place remotely and 
can be accessed via www. 
zoom.us Meeting ID: 837 
0239 0719 Meeting Passcode: 
631952 or by call in at 1 
(646)558-8656 with the same 
Meeting ID and Passcode. 
Written public comment can be 
submitted to publiccomment@ 
holyoke.org. For information 
on these applications please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos 
at anderson-burgosj@holyoke. 
org or by phone at (413) 322- 
5525 

Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 

03/26, 04/02/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0478EA 
Estate of: 

Paul F Hogan, Jr. 
Also Known As: 
Paul F Hogan 
Date of Death: 
02/14/2021 

INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Patrick H Hogan of Holyoke, 
MA. 

Patrick H Hogan of 
Holyoke, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
03/26/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 

The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021 at 6:30 p.m. to hear a 
Special Permit Application 
for Massbiology Technology, 
LLC to build & operate a mar- 
ijuana cultivation & processing 
establishment at 6 Appleton 
St (048-01-003). Meeting will 
take place remotely and can 
be accessed via www.zoom. 
us Meeting ID: 837 0239 0719 
Meeting Passcode: 631952 or 
by call in at 1 (646)558-8656 
with the same Meeting ID 
and Passcode. Written public 
comment can be submitted to 
publiccomment@holyoke.org. 
For information on these appli- 
cations please contact City 
Council Admin Asst Jeffery 
Anderson-Burgos at ander- 
son-burgosj@holyoke.org or 
by phone at (413) 322-5525 


Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 
03/26, 04/02/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 
The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hear- 
ing on Tuesday, April 13, 
2021 at 6:30 p.m. to hear a 
Special Permit Application of 
EMB Natural Ventures LLC 
Marijuana Facilities-Cultivation 
for the establishment of a 
Marijuana facility for cultivation 
purposes at 140 Middle Water 
St (047-001-015) Meeting will 
take place remotely and can 
be accessed via www.zoom. 
us Meeting ID: 837 0239 0719 
Meeting Passcode: 631952 
or by call in at 1 (646)558- 
8656 with same Meeting ID 
and Passcode. Written pub- 
lic comment can be submitted 
topubliccomment @holyoke. 
org. For information on these 
applications please contact 
City Council Admin. Assistant 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
anderson-burgosj@holyoke. 
org or by phone at (413) 322- 
5520 

Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 

03/26, 04/02/2021 


NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 
- CLASSIFIED LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT 
MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR 
ADMINISTRATION AND 
FINANCE 
DIVISION OF CAPITAL 
ASSET MANAGEMENT & 
MAINTENANCE 

Electronic Bids submit- 
ted in the format furnished by 
the Division of Capital Asset 
Management & Maintenance 
(DCAMM) and clearly identi- 
fied as a bid will be received 
through DCAMM’s E-Bid 
Room at www.bidexpress.com/ 
businesses/10279/home no 
later than the date and time 
specified and will forthwith be 
publicly opened remotely by 
DCAMM Bid Room person- 
nel and read aloud over a 
conference call line. Persons 
interested in accessing the 
remote bid opening can 
do so by using the following 
conference line number and 
passcode: CenturyLink Audio 
Conferencing Dial in number 
1-877-820-7831, Passcode: 
818087. 

General Bids at 2:00 PM: 

April 12, 2021 

Every General Bidder must 
be certified by DCAMM for the 
category of work listed below 
and for no less than the bid 
price plus all add alternates of 
this project, if applicable. 

The Category of Work is: 


Ge 
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Demolition 

Mass. State Project No. 
DCP2121 HC1 

Quabbin Building 
Demolition, Monson State 
Hospital, Palmer, MA 

E.C.C: $750,000 

This project is scheduled for 
45 calendar days to substantial 
completion and includes the 
removal of all structures of a 
connected building and remov- 
al of all elements and safe dis- 
posal of all refuse as required 
by law off-site. 

A Pre-Bid meeting will 
be held on March 30, 2021 
@ 12:00 PM at 175 State 
Avenue, Monson, MA. 

Minimum rates of wages 
to be paid on the proj- 
ect have been determined 
by the Commissioner of 
the Department of Labor 
Standards. These rates are 
incorporated into the bid doc- 
uments. 

Bid documents for this proj- 
ect may be accessed or down- 
loaded at no cost to potential 
bidders exclusively through 
DCAMM’s E-Bid Room hitps:// 
www.bidexpress.com/busi- 
nesses/10279/home One hard 
copy set is also available for 
viewing by appointment only 
in DCAMM’s Bid Room located 
at One Ashburton Place, 1st 
Floor, Room 107, Boston, MA 
during normal business hours. 
Please contact DCAMM’s Bid 
Room at (617) 727-4003 or 
bidroom.dcamm@mass.gov 
for an appointment. 

In order to access bid 
documents and submit bids 
through DCAMM’s E-Bid 
Room potential bidders must 
first be verified by DCAMM’s 
Bid Room and then register 
with the E-Bid Room ven- 
dor. Instructions on the pro- 
cesses can be found on 
DCAMM’s website www.mass. 
gov/dcamm/bids or contact 
DCAMM’s Bid Room at the 
phone number or email listed 
above. 

Carol W. Gladstone 
COMMISSIONER 
03/26/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0047CA 
In the matter of: 

Sara Elizabeth Rivera 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Sara Elizabeth Rivera 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 


that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 
Davina Fiamma Drema 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/20/2021. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance if you object to 
this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 16, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/26/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0482EA 
Estate of: 

Phyllis Marie Welch 
Date of Death: 
February 12, 2021 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons inter- 
ested in the above cap- 
tioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner Theresa A. O’Neil 
of Northampton, MA a Will 
has been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Theresa A. O’Neil of 
Northampton, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
03/26/2021 


The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ESTATE SALE 


MOVING ESTATE SALE AGA- 
WAM!!! 80 Howard St. Fri/Sat 3/26 
& 03/27 9-2 

Sunday 03/28 9-1. High End Furniture/ 
Antiques and much more. Hutch/Curio/ 
Wicker, Grandfather Clock, Bookcase, 
5Piece King Bedroom. Masks/Social 
Distancing. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2**exee*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks:____ 
Credit Card: 
Card #: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
States Zp: 
CX perweekrate=$o 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash Ll Check# 
a ___Exp.Date_ CO CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





GRANBY 









3 
ao 
aE 
Coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 






Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 





EASTHAMPTON a 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 





BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


- Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 











Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 






WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 
Subtotal = 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 

LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323- 
6858. 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 





TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 


fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 


478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. UB ie] wa) 
Dy ea 








RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm. 
net 





CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-arte- 
sianwell.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - Class A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer 


- Experience Required. RB Enterpris- 
es, Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


FOR RENT 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


Re ee Ee Be 
CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








FOR RENT 





Students can now 
be registered 
for pool testing 


HOLYOKE -— The Holyoke Public Schools have 
announced the pooled COVID-19 testing program 
will be starting. The schools stated: 

“We are excited to share that in an effort to pre- 
vent the spread of COVID-19, HPS will be offering 
a free COVID-19 pooled testing program for stu- 
dents and staff at our schools. By working together 
to test every student and staff member who opt into 
the program each week, we will keep our entire 
school community safer. Positive cases will be iden- 
tified more quickly, which will reduce any potential 
spread of COVID-19 in our schools. We have been 
collaborating with the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 
and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
(DPH) and are delighted to join other school dis- 
tricts throughout the state that offer this program. 

The pooled tests will be performed weekly with 
a shallow nasal swab for all participating students 
and staff members. Schools will receive the pool 
results within 24-48 hours. 

If the result of the pool is negative, then all 


See TESTING, page 12 
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All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


2021 
TAX. TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


CallForAn |[RS 
Appointment |<337> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Taleeyantems Keds od wey oral wel aceyal 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 





FAAS PAA T3A 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


Federal & All States 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Kitchen. Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


RRS) Tel: 413-289-0058 David E. Whitesy 


<>) Fax: 413-324-2167 Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 


Credit Cards Welcome Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 
Tt od we) ©) (=) aa ag 

Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 

e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 





@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

Sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 





NOTICE 


e Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


413.283.8393 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Reaching readers in 
50 local communities every week. 
NN 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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> In The News 








HOLYOKE - The Latinx Studies 
department at Holyoke Community 
College will host a short film and 
live presentation by dancer Michelle 
Marroquin and musician Tony Silva on 
Wed., April 7 from 11 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. 

Their film, Volver a los 17 (“Return 
to 17”), was inspired by the iconic 
Chilean folk song of the same name by 
singer Violeta Parra, whose poetic lyrics 
speak to the longing, remembering and 
honoring of the tender age of 17, when 
love first bursts into bloom. In the film, 
Silva plays guitar as Marroquin’s dance 
leads viewers on an abstract journey of 
memory and loss and asks how the past 
has made us who we are. 

Marroquin is a bicultural dance 
artist who has created interactive per- 
formances in the Pioneer Valley since 
2014. Silva is a guitarist and composer, 
specializing in Rumba Flamenca and 
Latin American folk music. 

Since COVID -19 severely limited 
their ability to perform in person, the 
Easthampton-based husband and wife 
team shifted into making music/dance 
films under the name Dragon Circle 
Productions. 


=h j 


Volver is the third film they have 
co-created in the last six months. 

During the April 7 Zoom event, 
Marroquin and Silva will share the film 
and present a brief retrospective of their 
work. The audience will have an oppor- 
tunity to converse with one another, 
share responses, and participate in a dis- 


HCC to host fl film and talk April 7 





ilm presentation will be made yd the Latinx Studies department on April 7. Submitted photo 


cussion on the themes that inspired the 
film: exile, memory, loss, and identity. 

The presentation is part of the 
HCC’s ongoing series of events high- 
lighting Latinx artists and cultures and 
the college’s Latinx Studies program. 

To register for the event, please go 
to: hcc.edu/volver 


TE S TIN G, from page 11 


individuals are presumed to not have 
COVID-19. 

If the result of the pool is positive, 
then all individuals in the pool must 
be retested individually at school using 
the Abbott BinaxNOW Rapid Antigen 
Diagnostic Test. This test would be per- 
formed by your child’s school nurse 
using a nasal swab. 

Since pooled testing does not give 
individual results, you will only be noti- 
fied if your child requires this follow-up 
testing. 

Additionally, the Abbott 
BinaxNOW Rapid Antigen Diagnostic 
Test is also available at all schools to 
test students and staff who show symp- 
toms consistent with COVID-19. 

Emails and texts have been sent this 
afternoon to families to: 

ask permission to regularly test 
their child as part of a free COVID- 
19 pooled testing program at school, 
ask permission to use the Abbott 
BinaxNOW rapid diagnostic test if their 
child exhibits symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19 while in school 

provide information about how to 
register their student through Project 
Beacon for this program. 

We are aiming for 100% student 
and staff participation.” 





License fees waived for 2021 season to help local businesses 


HOLYOKE -— As part of an effort 
to help businesses in Holyoke cope 
with the ongoing restrictions due to 
the pandemic, the City of Holyoke’s 
License Board, with the encourage- 
ment of Mayor Morse, has waived the 
following license fees for the 2021 
season: 


e Restaurant All Alcohol & Wine/ 


Malt 


¢ Hotel/Innkeeper All Alcohol & 


Wine/Malt 
¢ Club All Alcohol 
e Veteran’s Club All Alcohol 
¢ Common Victualer 
e Entertainment 


Granby Public Schools 
Come Grow With Us 





ge MOUONS 
behavior 
awarenes: 


divel 
ail “Self: in 


A Focus on 


Granby Public Schools Social 


Emotional 


is Currently Accepting Learning 
School Choice Applications 





e Automatic Amusement Devices 

Any business seeking to renew 
these licenses for the 2021 season will 
not have to submit a license fee. For 
businesses that have already submitted 
payment for these fees, the City will 
return those payments to the business. 
Waiving fess is just one small effort 
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to help local businesses. Utilizing 
federal Community Development 
Block grants, the City in partnership 
with the Greater Holyoke Chamber 
of Commerce, has also established a 
small business grant program to assist 
local businesses during these uncer- 
tain times. 
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Come join an exciting and 





CLUES ACROSS 38. Ancient Greek sophist CLUES DOWN 33. Mental illness 
i i Tul 1. Volcanic crater 39. Polish yeast cakes 1. Mother 34. A person from Asia 
vibrant learning community! 9. Long times 40. Promotional materials 2. Jewish calendar month 36. Father 
: . 10. Swedish rock group 41. Pancakes made from 3. Jai__, sport 37, General’s assistant 
Open Seats in the following grade levels: FD a 14, Having the means to buckwheat flour 4. Establish again (abbr. 
: eS do something 42. Completed perfectly 5. Swiss river 38. Cooked or prepared in a 
Ki ndergarten Qutstandin 15. Rods or spindles 43. Photo 6. Racetrack wager specified style 
Aan aii 16.La__ Tar Pits, 44, A peninsula in SW Asia 7. but goodie 40), Large terrier 
Grade 1, 2, 4, 6, i; 3, 9, 10 Performance Hollywood 45.The common gibbon — 8. Closeness 41. Hillsides 
ie 17. Missing soldiers 46. Disfigure 9, Soviet Socialist Republic 43. Golf score 
Come see what makes 18. Measuring instrument 47. Ribonucleic acid 10. At right angles to a 44. Not or 


19.Allof the components 48. Japanese honorific ship’s length 46. Type of student 
considered 49. Pieces of music 11.Women’s undergarments 47. Flower cluster 
individually 52. Expressed pleasure 12. Mountain stream 49, Closes tightly 

20. Play“ Irish Rose” 59. Having ten 13. Expresses pleasure 50, Saudi Arabian desert 

22. Gene 56. Type of sword 21. Painful places onthe 51. Famed vaccine 

23, Barrels 60. Humble request for body developer 

24. London-based soccer help 23. Automobile 52. Multi-function radar 
team 61. Eating houses 2. ocandinavian god of (abbr.) 

27. Feline 63. Italian Seaport battle 53. Actress Jessica 

learning experiences Co-curricular 30. Breed of sheep 64. Cain and __ 26. Expresses surprise 04, Pay attention to 

that prepare students Activities at 31. Body part 65. Measure the depth 27. Secret political clique 57. Beloved big screen pig 

for success in EVERY level 32. Doctors’ group 66. U. of Miami's mascot — 28. Yields manila hemp 98. Clapton, musician 

a global society. 35. One who follows the 67. Political outsiders 29. River in central Italy 99. Take a chance 

rules 68. Greek sorceress 32. Brain injury science 61. Cost per mille 


Call 413-467-7193 for information regarding school choice applications oP CANCE. ae aaa pueden ull 
or visit www.granbyschoolsma.org to apply. CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9 


Granby Public Schools 
a GREAT place to learn and grow! 


GRANBY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 


provide real world 
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